Alumni News
John Lewis:
Designing
Livable Cities

D

uring a walk with his daughter to school in one of
Calgary’s most walkable neighbourhoods, John
Lewis (BES ’97) counted 12 instances where they
crossed a road or parking lot in a 500-metre span.
“That’s 12 chances for a little person to not be
seen by a driver who might be texting,” wrote Lewis, an awardwinning urban planner, in his blog.
To build a better tomorrow for his daughter, Lewis takes a
creative and collaborative approach. As founder of Intelligent
Futures, he strives to make sustainability understandable and find
fresh perspectives, from toddlers to TV hosts. In 2013, his firm
received three national and international industry awards for the
Wascana Centre in Regina, the Bow to Bluff project in Calgary
and the Open Space Master Plan in Cochrane, Alta.
“It’s an exciting time to be working in the urbanism and
engagement fields,” says Lewis, named one of Calgary’s Top 40
Under 40 in 2010 by the city’s Avenue magazine. “It’s definitely
not ‘business as usual’ anymore.” Y

Turning a Negative into a Positive

P

aralyzed in a high school
skiing accident, Tamara
Gordon (BAS ’09) has
created
the
Tamara
Gordon Foundation to
provide financial aid and support to
young people with disabilities who want
to pursue postsecondary education.
On Feb. 13, she launched the foundation at a ceremony at Toronto’s
Queen’s Park hosted by David Onley,
lieutenant-governor of Ontario.
“My life was dramatically changed
by my accident. But instead of feeling
sorry for myself, I relied upon my faith
and focused on how this could be turned

from a negative into a positive,” says
Gordon, a Toronto resident who has won
recognition for helping young people in
her community over the past 12 years.

It was at York that Gordon built on
her passion for helping others and transformed it into action. “My degree in
business administration gave me the
experience needed to create a foundation like this,” she says. “York’s rich student life got me involved with projects
that would help me effect change for
people in situations like mine.”
The foundation aims to provide
financial support to at least five students
with disabilities this coming school year.
It will also help these students find jobs
and remain independent.
For more information on the Tamara
Gordon Foundation, visit tgfoundation.ca. Y
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